
MOSAIC



An ancient art, mosaic is the practice of creating images or designs out of assembly of small glass, tile or stone pieces. 
These small pieces are referred to as tesserae. The medium of mosaic was particularly popular amongst the ancient 
Greeks, Romans and Byzantines. Its practice continued in Medieval western Europe and reached prominence in the 
Islamic world and Eastern Europe. In the modern period the use of mosaic experienced a revival within parts of the Arts & 
Crafts movement and styles related to it. This trajectory of rebirth continued as modernist architects and artists took up 
the use of mosaic. In this respect an important early !gure was Catalan architect Antoní Gaudi, whose practice brought 
mosaic to the international forefront. The use of mosaic and tile in architecture was also keenly evident in Latin American 
modernist architecture – particularly that of Mexico and Brazil. Likely in"uenced by these models, mosaic appeared in a 
number of examples of modernist architecture elsewhere as well. The reasons for the re-adoption of this medium within 
modernism are many. Certain strains of modern architecture generally maintained a profound interest in bringing art into 
architecture. This e#ect is visible in the widespread rise in public art in Winnipeg in the post-war years. Mosaic was also 
used in more strictly decorative respects. One aspect speci!c to mosaic which may have been important is the degree to 
which this medium – "at, smooth and hard– suited the overall aesthetics of modern architecture. There were also, 
undoubtedly, issues of material availability, interests of speci!c artists and a degree of fashionability which encouraged the 
medium’s rise. In Canada, outside of Winnipeg, important examples of mosaic in a modernist architectural context 
include Bertram C. Binning’s works at the B.C. Electric Building (1956), at radio station CKWX (1957), and at the Imperial 
Bank of Commerce (1958) – all in Vancouver. Another important instance is Mexican mosaicist Andrew Salgo’s large piece 
at the 1963 Royal Trust building in Victoria. With well established schools of art and architecture, and a history of 
incorporating art into its buildings architecture, Winnipeg was well positioned as a place for mosaic’s re-emergence. In 
Manitoba, mosaic also served to add a shot of colour to a local architectural landscape dominated by cream toned Tyndall 
stone and neutral metal, glass and brick, all within an environment characterized by many months of white snow.
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Likely the !rst extensive appearance of mosaic in Winnipeg architecture came with the re-decoration of the Birk’s 
Building (1901, 276 Portage Avenue). Here, a new façade designed by Montreal architect Percy Nobbs was installed in 1912. 
Nobbs was a central !gure within Canadian architecture who taught at the McGill University School of Architecture. The 
mosaic is made up of irregularly shaped pieces of terra cotta which are arranged in a dramatic frieze around the top of the 
structure, as well as in smaller decorative roundels. These medallions depict the seven primary materials used by 
jewellers. The frieze portrays a visit of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon. 

Birks Building mosaic, Percy Nobbs, 1912. Photo: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2013.



One of the !rst examples of Winnipeg mosaic work within modernist architecture is noted Canadian artist Takao Tanabe’s 
1956 piece in the Winnipeg Builder’s Exchange building (290 Burnell Street; Waisman Ross). The work, situated in a 
courtyard which has since been enclosed, depicts the history of construction. It was unveiled 7 December 1956 by Builder’s 
Exchange head J.J. Bernard and director of the Winnipeg Art Gallery Dr. Ferdinand Eckhart. Here the tesserae are made up 
of a mixture of square tiles and more irregularly shaped pieces, with the overall e#ect  being uneven and lively.

Winnipeg Builder’s Exchange mosaic, Takao Tanabe, 1956. Photo: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2005.



A further example of modernist mosaic is found in another Waisman Ross designed structure: Robert Bruce’s 1957 piece 
set in the entry colonnade of the Astra Building (208 Edmonton Street). This colourful array of tiles is one of the !rst 
examples of an abstract public art work in the city. Bruce, then a professor at the Winnipeg School of Art stated that he 
desired his design to be su$ciently engaging and vivid to hold its own against the nearby shop windows !lled with 
commercial merchandise. Like Tanabe’s piece, this mosaic also provides a sense of colour and complexity which nicely 
balances the otherwise muted and clean-lined modernism of the building as a whole. Here the tesserae are both irregular 
and square and are arranged in a fusion of grids and spirals. In an episode which demonstrates the vulnerable character of 
much public art in the city, this work was nearly demolished in 1983 when an interior designer deemed the piece did not !t 
the decor of the restaurant which then !lled the adjacent rental space. It was only saved due the e#orts of Bruce’s widow 
Melba Cumberland. 

Astra Building mosaic, Robert Bruce, 1957. Photos: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2013.



Mosaic for the Home of the Good Shepherd (Leacock 
House), Marymound, Robert Bruce, 1958.
Photo: City of Winnipeg.

Bruce was undoubtedly the chief 
!gure in the revival of the 
medium during this period. 
Another example of his mosaic 
work is his 1958 piece at 
Marymound School’s Leacock 
house. The mosaic depicts the 
Virgin Mary and Child, in a 
similar colour range to the Astra 
building work.



For the modernist home of architect Ernest Smith (909 Kildonan Drive, 1959) Bruce created an abstract mosaic in a 
manner which recalls mid-century “colour-!eld” painting. Here, as at the Astra building, the colourful addition to a 
threshold space invigorates an otherwise spare palette. Smith was a founding member of the prominent local architecture 
!rm Smith Carter and designed this house for his family.

Smith House mosaic, Robert Bruce, 1959. Photo: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2013.



The largest of Bruce’s mosaic works was his 1963 competition-winning design for a massive 6 by 4 metre installation at the 
Manitoba Institute of Technology (now Red River College, 2055 Notre Dame Avenue). The piece, for which Bruce won 
$6,000, portrays many of the technologies and trades taught at the school. It features a background of gold, recalling the 
mosaics of the late Roman and Byzantine Empires, medieval and eastern Europe.
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COFFEE
BREAK

MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY which.I saw the other
night at the Gaiety is entertaining, but it's hard for some-
one who enjoyed Charles Laughton in the role of Cap-
tain .Bligh not to compare him. with Trevor Howard.
Laughton as Bligh became so impressed on the public
mind that Howard had a difficult task. And I imagine
the director had an even tougher task with Marlon
Brando as Fletcher Christian. Clark Gable of course, was
the original Mr. Christian.

But what brings this subject up is a note from
Keg White, of 63 Berrydale Avenue, a great fan of
the original Captain Bligh's seamanship. Mr. White
explains that the boat on which the captain was cast
adrift by the mutinous crew of the Bounty was 23
feet long, two feet, nine inches deep and had a six-
foot, nine-inch beam. "She had a square stern and was
similar in appearance to the boats used by our St.
John's Choir boys," he added.

According to boat expert White, Captain Bligh and
his crew travelled 3,618 miles in the open boat until
they reached the island of Timor. "Haven't seen the
picture yet but it proves that seamanship is important
on long or short boat trips."

+ * * '

* 4I RESENT CHARGES'

*'IF ELECTED .. .'
ityLife
In Metropolitan Winnipeg

<I WAS ASKED TO RUN'

TM PRO-CANADIAN'

A Glossary Of Political Bromides
By ROGER NEWMAN

For the next five weeks,
Manitobans will be subjected
to a constant barrage of
speeches and statements from
candidates for federal political
office.

Citizens will be warned by
many candidates that the
future undoubtedly lies ahead.

They'll also be told about
the dangers of arrogant gov-
ernment (Liberals) and about
the threat of indecisive govern-
ment (Tories).

In reply, speakers for the
older parties will talk of the
need for a working majority.

which means don't vote NDP
or Social Credit.

All political parties" seem to
agree, however, that Canada
can fulfillxher destiny, pro-
viding "we harness our vast
u n d e v e l o p e d natural re-
sources."

As one candidate puts it:
"Much has been done, but
much remains to be done, and
Canadians are just the ones
to do it."

Unfortunately, not all political
statements are this straight-
forward. Candidates' remarks,
quite simple on the surface,
often disguise deeper and more

significant thoughts.
For the aid of readers pre-

viously apathetic to elections,
a glossary of political expres-
sions and their inner meanings
has been compiled.

No candidate uses all these
expressions, but you're bound
to run across a few during
every campaign.

The glossary:
I resent my opponent's

charges — (I don't deny them
— I just resent them).

I'm sure Canadians will
prove to be an enlightened
electorate — (if they vote for
me).

Our party lias done a lot
oe work in the Held — (But
now we've got an office).
The public has been misin:

formed — (they didn't vote
for me).

The campaign was fought in
the tradition of Sir John A.
MacDonald and Sir Wilfred
Laurier — (look how much I
know about history).
I favor conventional weapons

— (my favorite Js the bow and
arrow).

The other parties are fight-
ing a clean election —
(they're idiots).
We must find jobs for our

citizens — (Maybe I can put a
few of them on the government
payroll). •

If elected, I will devote all
my time to parliamentary
duties — (I'm one of the
citizens without a job).
This election is the biggest

emotional moment of my life —
(just like the last one).

I feel I have something to .
say — (even though it's been
said before).
I was asked to run by a

number of delegations — (I
thought it was a good idea too).

I'm glad to be here for
this political discussion —

(I'll discuss — yon listen).
I'll be a political newcomer

in parliament — (I lost the
last four elections).

Road work is a provincial
responsibility — (you name it
—the province is responsible).
That problem is important

enough to be studied by a
royal commission — (that
should hold 'em for a while).

My opponent was one of
the city's best school trustees
in the '30s — (he hasn't
been so hot in parliament
for the past 20 years).
I'm pro-Canadian — (in case

anybody thinks I'm a Russian).
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$25,000 DAMAGE EACH YEAR

Board Plans War On Vandals
— Cartoon by JTTLrE DALE

"Maybe it's his lucrishiss • • •"
THE WINNIPEG PRESS CLUB has its annual

Beer and Skits in which just about everything news-
worthy is lampooned. In Hollywood the Writers Guild
of America has an affair similar to Beer and Skits and
this year they lampooned the Ben Casey show on tele-
vision.

Someone who was there passed on most of the de-
tails and it must have been hilarious. It starts out with
a '"rehearsal" of the show with Dr. Casey and Dr. Zorba
in surgery. Just before the action starts, a woman
planted in the audience with a live microphone calls
attention to the fact that "in this skit my son, the actor,
plays the doctor!"

But the big switch is that in the "rehearsal"
the patient actually becomes ill, and the great TV
medics are completely stumped. They stare at him
in bewilderment and one cautiously touches the
patient's forehead. They look for a thermometer
which neither of them can read and Dr. Casey asks
Dr. Zorba what to look for on the thermometer.
He holds it up to the light and reads out loud, "Mc-
Kesson and Bobbins". Dr. Zorba shouts "No, no —
the number!" And Dr. Casey says "314 Park
Avenue."

As the patient groans in pain, Dr. Zorba suggests
garlic around the neck like his mother used when he
was young and as the skit ends the TV doctors are
summoning a doctor.

SPEAKING OF MOVIES, John Ferguson of Famous
Players in Winnipeg got a kick out of what cartoonist
Al Capp who draws Lil Abner in this paper said to
Pierre Berton about movies and newspapers. Quoting
Capp, "There are no newspapers in New York, so I
don't'know what movies not to see. I see them all and
enjoy them all. About five days later I get the news
magazines and find out they're supposed to be lousy.
But I had a marvellous time."

If the St. Viial woman who is looking for the
company who sold her the aluminum pots and pans
with the broken handles will phone Mrs. Johnson at
ALpine 3-4177 she might get some enlightening in-
formation.
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I That 0V March Saying? \
I Don't You Believe It

Trustees May Install Alarms
In Winnipeg Schools

By DOUG SMITH
An all-out campaign is .being planned by

Winnipeg school board against vandals who are
costing city taxpayers about §25,000 a year in
damage to school property.

= By J. H. JUNSON
I A high pressure area
I moved south over Mani-
I toba to start the week
I with a cold outbreak that
I dropped the temperature
1 to 20 below Monday.
I This high moved south-
1 eastward to hit southern
1 Ontario with record break-
I ing low temperatures. As
I it receded, Winnipeg's
I temperature climbed back
1 to normal. It reached 30
I above Friday.
1 The old saying: "If
I March comes in like a
I lamb, it goes out like a
1 lion," is seldom true. Ac-
I cording to 41 years o£
1 record - keeping, the wea-
I ther bureau has found the
I saying true only 32 per
I cent of the time. In the
1 other 68 per cent of the
I time, March went out the
I same way it came in.
I February had tips and
I downs, but the tempera-
| ture averaged 2 above,
E
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To Address
Press Club

Dr. Cheddi Jagan, controversial
premier of British Guiana, will be
guest speaker at the 75th anni-
versary dinner of the Winnipeg
Press Club, April 26.

The premier of the soon-to-be-
independent Commonwealth coun-
try is a self-described Marxist
who has frequently expressed his
admiration for Soviet Premier
Khrushchev and Cuban President
Fidel Castro. Recently, however,
he denied reports in United
States newspapers that British
Guiana was receiving arms ship-
ments and men from Cuba.

which is just 2 degrees
below the normal of 4
above. The only outstand-
ing record was the bon-
spiel high of 45 on Feb. 5,
which r o s e from the
month's low of 25 below
on Feb. 2.

Snow fell on 12 days in
February and totalled 14
inches, compared with the
normal 8 inches.

Weather maps indicate
the temperature will stay
near normal next week.
Winnipeg will be under
the influence of a weak
high pressure area.

A Pacific disturbance
expected to' track across
Saskatchewan early in the
week is likely to bring
some snow.

Temperatures d u r i n g
the first week of March
usually average 3 to 21
above. The extreme low
was 35 below in 1939; but
it has reached a maxi-
mum of 55.
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Robert Bruce, Winnipeg
painter and professor at the
Manitoba Art School, has won
the $6,000 contest for his 18
feet by 12 feet mosaic mural
to go on the main stairway
at the new Manitoba Institute
of Technology in Brooklands.
His design was selected from
a list of four painters who
were asked to submit detail-
ed drawings by Moody,
Moore and Partners, Winni-
peg architects of the $4.5 mil-
lion building. Lionel Thomas
of Vancouver, George Swin-
ton of Winnipeg and Andre
Dieler of Kingston will each
receive more than $20(1 for
their entries. Mr. Bruce's mo-
saic illustrates realistically or
symbolically many of the
types of technological train-
ing that the new school will
offer in the fall. He expects
to have the mosaic finished
within four months. The
building should be ready for
occupancy by the end of this
month.

FEARS AIR POLLUTION

Group Fights Oil Firm

DR.. CHEDDI JAGAN

137,000
Licences
Renewed

Manitoba's m o t o r vehicle
branch says it is satisfied with
Greater Winnipeg motorists' per-
formance in renewing their
licence plates for 1963.

A spokesman'for the branch
said Friday he estimated 138,000
motorists needed the 19fi3 strip
for their licences, and that by
5 p.m. Thursday 137.000 had
them. The deadline for getting
the strips was midnight Thurs-
day.

These figures are for the
Greater Winnipeg area only.
Registrations for the whole prov-
ince from 115 country agencies
of the branch have not yet been
received.

Friday, Winnipeg police said
"no leeway" would be given
motorists who don't have a
1963 strip.

By CHARLES THOMPSON

East St. Paul's anti-oil refinery group
will hold a "strategy meeting" Sunday to
block the local council's request to meiro
for approval of a 540-acre development.

Last year, the citizens' committee block-
ed British American Oil plans with a 1,187-
landowner petition.

Now, however, East St. Paul council lias
switched its stand and is asking metro to ap-
prove rezoning of land north of Hoddinott
Road for the multi-million refinery.

Not Consulted
"Our council acted without our know-

ledge. We were not consulted, and so we're
going to meet Sunday to consider the coun-
cil's actions," said Mrs. George Scott,
spokeswoman for the citizens' group.

The meeting will be held at 351 Hoddi-
nott Road starting at 2:30 p.m.

The B-A Oil company wants its land re-
zoned from agricultural to industrial.

The application for rezoning was to
come up at a metro planning committee
Monday, but Mrs. Scott had asked the com-
mittee to set it aside until the citizens have
had a chance to consider future actions.

Agenda
The matter, she was told, was to have

been on the metro council agenda March 14
for final consideration.

This too, will be set aside if metro's
planning committee agrees Monday to hold
it up for the citizens.

In the past the residents have been able
to upset the refinery plans before they got
to the council level.

Mrs. Scott-said: "We will get an expres-
sion of opinion Sunday on how to handle the
situation. I talked with one of our local coun-
cil members and was told that the people
have changed their mind. I don't know of
any.

"The council- acted without the know-

ledge of the people who were interested in
this whole thing before."

Clause
East St. Paul council, on Feb. 25, passed

a motion which gives the oil company what
it wants, with a five-year "reservation"
clause which says construction must start by
Jan. 1, 1968.

H had been rumored in metro council
circles that St. Clements council, just north
of East St. Paul, had approached the com-
pany to set up the refinery within its bound-
aries.

St. Boniface council, too. is said to have
land available for such a development near
the Canadian National Railways Symington
Yards.

Many East St. Paul residents are against
another refinery because they claim that
sulphur smells come from the existing Im-
perial Oil refinery, which is about a mile
south of the proposed B-A Oil site.

Agree With Planners
And, just south of the existing refinery

land is owned by Texaco Canada Ltd., where
another refinery may be eventually con-
structed.

The local residents agree with metro
planners who, in a report, said that the B-A
Oil refinery should be further south in the
area where a metro-wide centre is develop-
ing for refineries.

If all together, the refineries could use
common sewage treatment facilities for the
vast quantities of water that would be dis-
charged into the Red River.

Metro planners felt that there could be
little nuisance if such a refinery centre was
ringed with light industry, to provide a buf-
fer from the many high-priced river-front
properties along the Red River.

Residents fear that with refineries
spread out there will be more air pollution,
and more hydrogen sulphide in the Red Ri-
ver.

Some blamed air pollution and river
filth with chemical action which turned lead-
base paints on some 100 homes a yellow-
brown two summers ago.

Board chairman A n d r e w
Robertson said Friday trustees
next week will discuss install-
ing alarms in city schools.

He said the building and policy
committee last Thursday also de-
cided to ask the police for extra
assistance to help fight the in-
creasing vandalism..

Plans of the committee also
call for:. ..

• Getting assistance from
home and school associations to
keep an eye on schools at night.

0 Having school principals
lecture students at assembly on
the waste of destroying school
property.

0 Installing extra lighting
around schools to deter people
from breaking into schools:

| • Placing a curfew on school
| property so that persons walking
on school grounds after curfew
could be stopped and questioned.
• Erecting huge signs in front

of schools telling residents of
the area how much it's costing
them in damage to the school.

"This will be the most exten-
sive campaign against vandalism
ever carried out by a Winnipeg
board," said Mr. Robertson.

"We've got to do some-
thing about it. The damage
costs to city schools are
getting out of all proportion."
For the past few years it has

cost city taxpayers about $20,000
a year to replace glass broken
in schools by vandals. About
another $5,000 in school equip-

'Deadly'
Tablets
Stolen

Hormone Pills

Look Like

Red Candy
A bottle containing

500 tablets of female
hormones which can
be "deadly" to young-
girls if taken in large
dosage, was reported
stolen Friday night
from the front seat of
a truck parked in the
500-block of Boyd
Avenue.

Winnipeg police said the tab-
lets were stolen when the driver,
Bernard Sadowski of 1873 Me- ment is stolen each year by
Dermot Avenue, left his vehicle youngsters breaking into schools,
to make a delivery for British I ,T_ D,Um,^,_ „„,.,, „,„ u ,
Drugs Houses.

Police said the drugs,. which
have the appearance of red-
coated candies, "are considered
dangerous if taken internally by
a young female."

A spokesman at the depart-
ment of pharmacy at Winnipeg
General Hospital said the pills
can be deadly to young girls if
taken in large dosage. He also
said the tablets may cause "ab-
n o r m a l menstrual bleeding"
which can also be dangerous.

The value of the tablets was
not disclosed. Another package
containing five different types
of non-dangerous drugs was
stolen at the same time.

The bottle of female hormones
is marked stilboestrol.

Annual Folk Concert
The Federation of Russian Can-

adians will hold its annual con-
cert of folk music and dancing
at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Labor
Temple, 595 Pritchard Avenue.

Mr. Robertson said the board
had asked the police for extra
protection last year and got
nowhere. "This time we'll have
to insist that the police give us
more protection for our prop-
erty," he said.

Last year, Police Chief Robert
Taft told the school trustees
that he could not spare more
men to do extra patrols around
city schools as he was short of
men.

"We're going to ask the
public's help too to stop this
vandalism," said Mr. Robert-
son.
Much of the vandalism to

schools, he said, is more than
just smashing things. Youths
smash into schools to smear
paint on equipment and flood
areas by leaving taps running.

WATCH FOR
The

RECORD
MAKERS

a beautifully-drawn panel
that- packs an entertaining
and educational punch
and touches on every field
of human endeavor . . .

starting
Monday
March 4

in the

FREE PRESS

Hellyer
Willing

To Debate
Liberal defence critic Paul Hell-

yer has offered to return to Win-
nipeg to take part in a debate
with Conservative Defence Min-
ister Gordon Churchill.

Mr. Hellyer has appointed J.
S. Lamont, Manitoba Liberal

| Party president, to arrange the
details.

Mr. Churchill said Saturday he
didn't want to comment until he
saw the letter sent to him by Mr.
Lamont on Friday.

In the letter Mr. Lamont said
newspaper reports indicated the
defence minister was willing to
debate "this vital question and
the position of our respective
parties on it."
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Robert Bruce with Manitoba Institute of Technology mosaic 
design, 1963. Photo: Winnipeg Free Press. 2 March 1963.



Another large mosaic from this mid-century period appeared at the city’s 1959 Polo Park shopping centre (1485 Portage 
Avenue, Green Blankstein Russell and Associates), then site of an extensive public art program. Here, on the south façade 
of the mall’s Simpson-Sears outlet, University of Manitoba  School of Art professor George Swinton created an abstract 
mosaic which spanned 45 metres. The composition was of various blue tones, enlivening the monochromatic colour 
scheme of the overall building. Here the tesserae used were all square and arranged in a grid. As recounted in a period 
newspaper article, these various shades were used “to give a distinct color impression from the street and a gradually 
di#using appearance as you approach the store.” The mosaic, of Italian glass tiles, was demolished in a 2003 renovation.

Simpson-Sears Polo Park south 
wall mosaic, 1959.
Photo: Winnipeg Building Index.



St. George’s Anglican Church, Green Blankstein Russell and Associates, 1959.
Photo: Winnipeg Architecture Foundation.

Swinton worked on the mosaic panels found inside 
St. George’s Anglican Church (168 Wilton Street, 
Green Blankstein Russell and Associates, 1959) as 
well. Here the building’s interior designer, Joan 
Harland, initially brought in church volunteers to 
install mosaics which decorate the nave’s slender 
pilotis-style columns, though in the end 
professionals completed the project. The square, 
gridded tesserae are in a range of colours suggested 
by Swinton, including red, green, yellow, pink, 
brown, black and a variety of shades of blue. This 
mix lends an Impressionistic sense of vibrancy. Once 
again alongside stained glass and carpeting, mosaic 
is here used to bring in colour to a clean-lined 
modern architectural space which makes extensive 
use of cream-toned Tyndall stone.



St. George’s was not the only site in the city where mosaic was used to wrap the slender, pilotis-style, columns of a 
modernist building with an otherwise neutral colour scheme. At the Winnipeg General Hospital’s 1954 nurses’ residence 
(700 McDermot Avenue, Moody Moore and Partners; now known as the Isabel M. Stewart Building) a bu# brick façade 
with aluminum windows and mahogany granite trim was brightened by the placement of bright turquoise free-standing 
columns at the ground "oor. Three years later, the same architects used mosaic to decorate free-standing columns at the 
ground "oor of the National Revenue Building (391 York Avenue; now known as the Stanley Knowles Federal Building). 
Here the entry stairway also featured a large mosaic tile mural.

National Revenue Building, Moody 
Moore and Partners, 1957.
Photo: Winnipeg Building Index.



During the post-war period, schools, too, found themselves embellished with mosaic. In Winnipeg, examples include the 
geometric mosaic panels decorating Gladstone School (1962, 500 Gertrude Avenue) by architect William Enns.

Gladstone School mosaic, William Enns, 1962. Photo: Winnipeg Architecture Foundation.



St. Paul’s College exterior chapel mosaic, Lionel Thomas, 1958.
Photo: Winnipeg Architecture Foundation.

Likely the most dramatic and largest mosaic in Winnipeg 
from this era is that found at St. Paul’s College chapel at the 
University of Manitoba (70 Dysart Road, 1958). Here the 
entire structure is wrapped in colourful tile – primarily in 
bright teal – with a enormous, stylized image of Christ the 
King gracing the West façade. The work is by Vancouver 
artist Lionel Thomas. The building’s architects were 
Gardiner Thornton Gathe Associates of Vancouver and 
Winnipeg’s Green Blankstein Russell and Associates.



1958 saw two other mosaics installed at the University of Manitoba campus. Our Lady of Wisdom, of Venetian enamel, is 
within St. Paul’s College, above a stairwell adjacent to the south-east entryway. The work is by M. Gabriel Loire, who also 
completed the building’s stained glass windows. Loire is a noted artist with a speciality in stained glass and religious art.

Our Lady of Wisdom, M. Gabriel Loire, 1958. Photo: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2013.



Sun and Wheat, S. G.Esley and Leo Mol, 1958. Photo: Je!rey Thorsteinson, 2013.
 

The other 1958 mosaic University of Manitoba is located above the north doorway of the Agriculture Research Building (66 
Dafoe Road). The architects of this building were Moody Moore and Partners, a !rm with a history of utilizing mosaic in 
their buildings. The work, an expressive, modernist composition titled Sun and Wheat, was designed by S. G. Esley and cast 
by Leo Mol. The theme of sun and wheat speaks to the purpose of the building as a whole.



Likely the most recent example of a large, public mosaic in Winnipeg architecture is located at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (737 Bannerman Avenue, Green Blankstein Russell and Associates, 1966). Here a thirty square metre 
mosaic bearing the image of Christ stands above the main, south-facing doorway. The work was designed by Toronto artist 
Emil Telizyn. The tiles – 70 percent of which are Venetian gold – were produced by G. Travisanutto of Spilimbergo (near 
Venice). The mosaic, which commemorates a millennium of Christianity in Ukraine and was installed by Crovatto Mosaic 
of Yonkers, New York, in 1988. 
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St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church mosaic, Emil Telizyn, 1988. Photo: Winnipeg Architecture Foundation.


